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Abstract Objective: To provide theoretical basis for modern research of the herb and lay a foundation for
the new drug development and quality evaluation by sorting the research progress of the chemical composition,
pharmacological activity and clinical application of the herb. Methods: By searching the database, the literature
on the chemical composition, pharmacological action and clinical application of HDW. in recent ten years were
sorted and summarized. Results: It was found that the plant mainly contained iridoid, flavonoids, anthraquinones,
polysaccharides, organic acids and trace elements. It had anti-tumor, anti-inflammatory, antioxidant activity and
immunomodulatory pharmacological effects. There were few studies on the processing of HDW. It was commonly
used in the treatment of various cancers, including bowel cancer, gastric cancer, liver cancer, rectal cancer, etc,

and the combination with Scutellaria barbata D. Don and other anticancer drugs had a better effect. Conclusion:
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At present, the chemical composition of HDW has been studied comprehensively. Pharmacological studies mainly

focus on its anticancer and anti-inflammatory aspects. It is often used in combination with heat-clearing and

detoxification drugs in clinical practice,while no side effects have been reported.

Keywords: Hedyotis diffusa Willd.; chemical components; pharmacological effect; clinical research
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