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Analysis of Traditional Chinese Medicine Inspection from the Proficiency Test
of the Microscopic Identification of TCM in 2022

Yu Kunzi’, Cheng Xianlong®, Chang Yan, Sun Xian, Xiang Xinhua, Ma Siyu, Lu Yiyun, Wei Feng’, Ma
Shuangcheng” (National Institutes for Food and Drug Control, Beijing 102629, China)

Abstract Objective: To identify existing problems by evaluating the ability of the drug inspection and testing
institutions to use microscopic technology for Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) inspection, so as to improve
the testing level of the drug inspection and testing institutions and ensure the quality of drug inspection and
testing. Methods: Four groups of test samples were randomly and single blindly distributed to participating
laboratories. The result was satisfactory when the testing result was according with the nature of the sample
(genuine and counterfeit). All the results were subsequently summarized and analyzed. Results and Conclusion:
A total of 225 laboratories applied for this proficiency test, seven laboratories were withdrawn, and there were
218 valid participated laboratories obtaining 872 results. Among which, a total of 852 results were satisfied,
accounting for 97.71%. The results and records from participating laboratories indicated that the capability of
microscopic preparation, reserving basic knowledge of microscopic and clarifying the principle of discriminating
microscopic results are key factors to influence the inspection. In the view of above aspects, this article proposes
countermeasures and suggestions to provide a basis for each inspection institution, and to improve the capability

of TCM microscopic identification.
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