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Abstract Objective: To improve the vaccine management system in China, provide references for retail
pharmacies involvement in vaccine management in China, and improve the accessibility of vaccination in China.
Methods: The websites of federal and state governments in the United States were searched for information on the
current situation of vaccine administration, the requirements for storing vaccines in social pharmacies, admission
qualifications for licensed pharmacists, continuing education, vaccine administration fees, relevant insurance
systems, etc. Results: Pharmacists in American social pharmacies began to participate in vaccine administration
in 1990s. By 2020, the US government had authorized social pharmacies in 50 states to manage most vaccines.

Pharmacists should regularly participate in continuing education after obtaining the access qualification to manage
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vaccines. American social pharmacies have strict environmental requirements on vaccine storage temperature, and
have established a series of measures to enable licensed pharmacists to participate in vaccine administration, such
as pre-vaccination training, vaccine storage, making plans to deal with adverse reactions, and reporting adverse
reaction events on the system. Conclusion: These measures have greatly improved the accessibility of vaccination
in the United States. However, retail pharmacies in China have not yet participated in vaccine management,
it is suggested that relevant departments should gradually implement participation of the retail pharmacies in
vaccine management according to the classification and grading policy of pharmacies on the basis of clear vaccine
management approval of licensed pharmacists, improve the compensation mechanism for abnormal vaccine
reactions, and gradually realize vaccine management of retail pharmacies, so as to better tap the potential of retail
pharmacies and licensed pharmacists and give full play to their maximum role.

Keywords: the United States; pharmacist; community pharmacy; vaccine administration; preventive vaccination
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