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Analysis of Existing Problems of Proprietary Chinese Medicines in 2018 Edition
of the National Essential Medicines List
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Traditional Chinese Medicine, The First Affiliated Hospital of Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450052, China)

Abstract Objective: To collate the problems existing in Proprietary Chinese medicines in the National Essential
Medicines List (2018 edition), and to provide references for people who are engaged in drug-related work and clinical
medical staff. Methods: Authoritative books, including the 2018 and 2012 editions of the National Guidelines for
Clinical Application of Essential Medicines (Chinese Patent Medicine), the 2020 edition of the Pharmacopoeia of the
People's Republic of China, and the 2015 edition of the People's Republic of China Guidelines for Clinical Drug Use
of Chinese Traditional Medicine Preparation Volume, drug instructions of the manufacturer and relevant literature
were reviewed. The existing problems were analyzed deeply and classificated. Results: The issues of same name
with different prescriptions were found in the collections of the 2018 version of the National Essential Medicines

List, as it was with the 2012 version. In addition, there are also problems such as same prescription with different
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effects for Xi Huang pellets (capsules), inconsistency of function expressions for Liushen pills (capsules, gel),

the problem of whether Shengmai oral liquid (granules, capsules) with Codonopsis Pilosula is a national essential

medicine or not, and inconsistency of drug composition in the instructions and authoritative books for Tonggiao

Erlong pills. Conclusion: The existing issues in national essential medicines may result in confusion to the users,

which in turn will affect the rational, safe and effective use of proprietary Chinese medicines. This study could

provide references for relevant personnel.
Keywords:

prescriptions; same prescription with different effects
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