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Analysis and Discussion on the Drug Traceability Codes

Zhang Yuan, Li Dandan (Information Center, National Medical Products Administration, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract Objective: To study the coding requirements of drug traceability codes and discuss the key issues
that should be considered in the selection of compliant drug traceability codes, so as to provide references for
the coding work of pharmaceutical enterprises. Methods: Based on the standards released by National Medical
Products Administration, the basic concepts and requirements of drug traceability codes were elaborated, the status
quo of drug traceability codes in China was analyzed, and issues that should be considered when selecting drug
traceability codes were studied. Results and Conclusion: The drug traceability codes are used to uniquely identify
the packaging unit for drug sales. They are the key basis for drug traceability. Drug marketing authorization
holders and manufacturers should select and use standard drug traceability codes that meet the requirements of
the relevant policies and regulations, while considering domestic basis and international practices and taking into
account market needs and their own realities.
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