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China)

Abstract Objective: To analyse the availability and prices of paediatric essential medicines in Weifang, and
to provide references for the revision of the list and rational use of paediatric essential medicines. Methods: By
using WHO/HAI standardized survey methodology, the prices and availability of 30 paediatric essential medicines
were investigated in 34 public hospitals and 37 private pharmacies in 6 counties of Weifang. We also studied the
differences between retail prices and international reference prices, and evaluated the affordability of medicines.
Results: The availability of original brands was 15.8% in public hospitals and 30.3% in private pharmacies,
and the availability of lowest price generics was 44.8% in public hospitals and 36.7% in private pharmacies,
respectively. The median price ratio(MPR) of the original brands was greater than 1.5 in both public hospitals and
private pharmacies, while the median MPR of the lowest price generics was less than 1.5 in public hospitals and
greater than 1.5 in private pharmacies. For the original brands, the ratio of varieties with affordability less than 1

accounted for 50.0% in public hospitals and 57.14% in private pharmacies, while 88.89% and 100% respectively
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for the lowest price generics. Conclusion: The availability of paediatric essential medicines was general; the

prices of original brands were much higher than international reference prices; the prices of lowest price generic

medicines in public hospitals were lower than those in private pharmacie; the affordability of original brands was

general, but the one of the lowest price generics was good. It is recommended that a list of basic drugs for children

be introduced as soon as possible, and that medical institutions be encouraged to procure special dosage forms and

specifications for children, so as to promote the reasonable pricing of the original drugs.

Keywords: paediatric essential medicines; public hospital; private pharmacy; availability; price; affordability
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