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Abstract Objective: To understand the differences of antimicrobial drugs between the 2012 edition and the
2018 edition of the National Essential Medicines List (NEML), to explore the changes and causes of antimicrobial
drugs in the NEML of 2018 edition. Methods: The similarities and differences in classification, varieties, dosage
forms, specifications and other aspects of antimicrobial drugs in the new and old Essential Medicines List were
compared, and the reasons for changes in antimicrobial drugs catalogues were analyzed. Results: Compared
with the Essential Medicines List in 2012, the 2018 edition has added a new category to the antimicrobial drugs

catalogue, which is the other antimicrobial class. Thirteen varieties were added, including piperacillin sodium
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tazobactam sodium, minocycline, moxifloxacin, itraconazole, amphotericin B, caspofungin, berberine, ganciclovir,
oseltamivir, entecavir, sofosbuvir/velpatasvir, tenofovir disoproxil and recombinant human interferon. Deletion
of 2 varieties, dirithromycin and nysfungin; The dosage forms and specifications of the four varieties were
adjusted. Cephalosporin cefuroxime and antifungal drug fluconazole added dispersible tablet dosage forms,
clindamycin added 0.075 g specifications, and anti-tuberculosis drugs rifampicin tablets deleted 0.3 g specifications.
Conclusion: Compared with NEML of the 2012 edition, the rationality of the classification, varieties, dosage forms
and specifications of antimicrobial drugs in the NEML of 2018 edition has been improved, providing a better guide
for medical and health institutions of all levels and promoting standard and reasonable use of such drugs. However,

there is still much space for optimization in the selection of essential medicines, especially antimicrobial drugs. The

Essential Medicines List of WHO could provide references for the further improvement of NEML.
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