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Abstract Objective: To analyze the adverse reactions of elderly patients treated with traditional Chinese
medicine injections in Beijing, to understand the characteristics of the adverse reactions, to promote the rational
use of drugs and to avoid the risk of drug use. Methods: Based on the database of Beijing Center for ADR
Monitoring, the adverse drug reactions (ADR) of traditional Chinese medicine injections occurred from January,
2013 to December, 2017 were analyzed, and the ADR data of elderly patients older than 60 years treated with
traditional Chinese medicine injections were collected and classified. The involved population, ADR severity,

drugs involved, prognosis and combined use of drugs were retrospectively analyzed. Results and Conclusion: A
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total of 756 cases of adverse reactions of traditional Chinese medicine injections were collected, (the age ranging
from 0 to 95 years old). Among them, 415 cases (54.89%) of adverse reactions of traditional Chinese medicine
injections occurred in patients of aged 60 and over. The adverse reactions of 415 cases involved 36 kinds of
traditional Chinese medicine injections, among which the proportion of dispelling stasis agents was the highest
(15 kinds of drugs, 233 patients involved, accounting for 56.15%), followed by heat clearing agents (7 kinds of
drugs, 71 patients involved, accounting for 17.119%). There were 353 cases of adverse reactions caused by the top
12 injections of traditional Chinese medicines, accounting for 85.06% of all adverse reactions, among which the
highest proportion was dispelling stasis agents (4 kinds of drugs, 210 patients involved, accounting for 59.49%).
Among 415 adverse reactions, 13 were serious, involving 7 kinds of traditional Chinese medicine injections.
Among 415 reported cases of adverse reactions of traditional Chinese medicine injections, 174 cases (41.93%)
involved multiple drugs to be used simultaneously. Therefore the rational use of traditional Chinese medicine
injections for elderly patients should be paid attention to. Pharmacists should apply their professional knowledge

to the enhancement of monitoring of adverse reactions of traditional Chinese medicine injections and promotion

of the rational use of traditional Chinese medicine.

Keywords: elderly patients; traditional Chinese medicine injections; adverse drug reactions; drug safety
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