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On the Standardization of Drug Preservation

Wu Chengyun, Liu Jia, Gao Biyu (Sichuan Center for Food and Drug Evaluation, Inspection & Monitoring,
Chengdu 610041, China)

Abstract Objective: To explore the features of drug preservation and existing problems and put forward
some suggestions for the standardization of drug preservation. Methods: Inductive analysis method was used to
compare and analyze the terms and provisions for drug preservation in General Notices and General Requirements
for Preparations of Chinese Pharmacopoeia. The contents of drug preservation and existing problems in drug
specifications were analyzed. Results: The essence of drug preservation was packaging and storage. There
were a series of problems needed to be improved, such as ambiguous definition of terms, poor definitions, the
imprecision, imbalance, lack of standardization, and item missing of storage's contents. Conclusion: The non-
standardized contents of the drug specifications and instructions is an issue left over by history. Packing and
preservation terms need to be scientifically and reasonably defined, and contents of drug packing and storage
need to be improved. The links between packaging and storage, packaging materials and expiration date should
be established to realize the life cycle management on drugs. Based on the current status of drug production,
distribution and usage, a comprehensive evaluation idea and standardization suggestions for the determination of
drug preservation conditions are proposed.
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