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On Quality and Regulatory Countermeasures of Tetrapanacis Medulla Based on
National Drug Sampling Inspection

Lin Queyue', Huang Qingquan', Teng Aijun', Ma Shuangcheng’, Xie Peide'", Zan Ke** (Guangxi Institute for
Food and Drug Control, Nanning 530021, China; 2. National Institutes for Food and Drug Control, Beijing
100050, China)

Abstract Objective: To find out the quality problems and countermeasures for Tetrapanacis medulla through
national drug sampling inspection so as to provide technical support for the supervision of this medicinal material
and ensure the safety of public medication. Methods: Statutory inspection was carried out according to the
Chinese Pharmacopeia 2015 edition volume 1. Furthermore, exploratory research was developed to solve the
problems. Results: A total of 118 batches of Tetrapanacis medulla medicinal materials and decoction pieces
collected nationwide underwent sampling inspection, of which 86 batches were qualified while 32 batches were
unqualified according to the current quality standards. The unqualified items were traits and total ash. Market
investigation showed that the varieties of the medicinal materials were chaotic, which was consistent with the
results of the sampling inspection. A supplementary test method was established to solve the problem of illegal
weight gain. Conclusion: Adulterants and illegal weight gain were found in more than one fourth of Tetrapanacis

medulla decoction pieces.
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