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The Worldwide Regulation of Cosmeceutical and Its Enlightenments to China

Su Zhe, Xing Shuxia, Wang Gangli~ (National Institutes for Food and Drug Control, Beijing 100050, China)

Abstract Objective: To analyze the worldwide regulation of "cosmeceutical" and to put forward suggestions
for government regulation and industry development in China. Methods: Countries or regions which are the major
producers and consumers were chosen as objects, including the European Union, America, Japan, Korea, Canada,
etc.. Definitions of cosmetics, classifications of related products and official attitudes towards "cosmeceutical" in
these countries or regions and China were investigated and compared, some ambiguous concepts were clarified,
regulatory measures and trends of related problems in recent years were analyzed in order to summarize some
regulatory advice suitable for China. Results: According to this study, the concept of "cosmeceutical" does not
meet the definition and related regulatory requirements of cosmetics in most countries or regions. Regulatory
authorities are relatively conservative on "cosmeceutical" and have adopted various regulatory measures.
Conclusion: The "cosmeceutical" basically does not have a legal status worldwide. Regulatory authorities in
China should keep the strict administration and strengthen post-marketing supervision and inspection. At the same
time, product classification and efficacy claim of cosmetics should be further standardized so as to guide the long-
term development of the whole industry.
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