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Abstract Objective: The records of Muxiang, Qingmuxiang and Mixiang in Ben Cao are confusing. This
paper makes a textual research on the records of Muxiang in Shennong Ben Cao Jing and other early historical
documents and explores the origin of Muxiang in order to provide guidance for the research and application of
ancient Chinese prescriptions. Methods: A variety of ancient herbal monographs and literatures about spice trade
and history were reviewed on Internet. The research on origins of traditional Chinese medicines, such as Muxiang,
Qingmuxiang, and Mixiang were comprehensively carried out. Results: The herbal textual research results of
Aucklandia lappa Dec., Inula helenium L., Aquilaria agallocha (Lout.) Roxb. and Viadimiria edulis (Franch.)
Ling in Shennong Ben Cao Jing were various. The perfume Qing Muxiang has faded away over time. The Qing
Muxiang has become the Aucklandiae Radix in Chinese Pharmacopoeia. The Mu Xiang in Shennong Ben Cao
Jing, or Mixiang has become the Aquilariae Ligum Resinatum now in use that is mostly not immersed in water.
Conclusion: Through the literature research, the medicinal history of Muxiang was clarified, and the foundation
was laid for the development and use of these traditional Chinese medicines in ancient prescriptions to avoid
misuse of those drugs.
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