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Abstract Objective: To explore the current status of supply price of essential drugs of public medical

institutions, to analyze the reasons for drug price increase and to provide references for relevant researches
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in this field. Methods: The essential drugs with increased prices in one tertiary general hospital of Anhui
province from January lst, 2016 to September 30th, 2017 were selected. The impact of the drugs with
increased prices on patients' burden was reflected in DDDc. The reasons for the price increase were
investigated by consulting the purchasing manager and contacting the drug dealers. Results: A total of
1243 drugs, including 366 national essential drugs and 840 provincial essential drugs were used during
the investigation. It was found that, the prices of 91 essential drugs (including 64 national essential
drugs) were increased during the investigation. DDDc was increased by 1.30 yuan, and 17 of the top
20 essential drugs with increased prices were injections, of which DDDc was increased by more than 7
yuan. The main reasons for the increase of drug prices were as follows: the increase of raw materials and
production cost, incapability of supply by the original manufacturing enterprises, the increase of supply
prices of the manufacturing enterprises and the distribution companies, incapability of supply by the distribution
enterprises, as well as failure of the original distribution enterprises to meet the requirements of "two-ticket system" .
Conclusion: Our country has been taking up measures to solve the problems of expensive medicines for people.
However, the increase of drug prices after bidding is contrary to the aims of China's health care system reform and
essential drug system. Therefore, it is suggested that the drug bidding system should be further improved in China,

the reasonable pricing mechanism and scientific compensation mechanism should be developed, and the relatively

low prices of the essential drugs should be brought into full play.
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