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On Quality Problems and Supervision Strategies of Traditional Chinese
Medicine Carthami Flos

Li Minghua’, Liu Wei", Cheng Xianlong, Zhang Ping, Wei Feng , Ma Shuangcheng (National Institutes for
Food and Drug Control, Beijing 100050, China)

Abstract Objective: To analyze the quality of crude drugs and prepared slices of traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) carthami flos based on the problems found during supervision and inspection, and to provide suggestions
for the quality supervision and clinical medication. Methods: The samples which were obtained from national
wide sample testing were tested according to the current standards of carthami flos. The test data and the quality
problems were analyzed. Results: Some samples were illegally dyed. Conclusion: The purpose of dyeing is to
cover the quality problems of the TCM crude drugs and prepared slices. The safety risk of illegal addition of
pigments and dyes, especially some chemical synthetic dyes is high. The behavior of illegal dyeing seriously
affects quality and safety of medication. In order to improve the quality of crude drugs and prepared slices of
TCM carthami flos and ensure quality and safety of medication, the government should focus on source control
and traceability system construction and pay more attention to the supervision of production, distribution and use.
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