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Abstract Objective: To introduce the research and application of microscopic identification technology in the
field of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) in recent years and to provide references for promoting the extensive
application of the technology in the identification of TCM. Methods: Five aspects, including microstructure
identification of Chinese medicinal materials, identification of Chinese medicinal materials and Chinese patent
medicine powder, microchemical identification, microscopic quantitative analysis and the development of
modern microscopic technology were introduced. Results: Microscopic identification is a traditional, effective
and rapid identification method, which is significantly helpful when the effective component of TCM is not clear.
Microscopic identification plays a certain role in qualitative, quantitative and localization analysis, but there still
exist some problems. Conclusion: The extensive study of the application of microscopic identification in the field
of TCM combined with the latest microscopic technology will promote the development of TCM research to a
great extent.
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