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A Brief Introduction to the Analytical Methods of the Cause of Death in
Nonclinical Toxicity Studies and Carcinogenicity Studies

Huo Guitao, Lv Jianjun#, Lin Zhi, Qu Zhe, Yang Yanwei, Zhang Di, Zhang Shuo, Li Bo'(National Institutes for
Food and Drug Control, Beijing Key Laboratory for Safety Evaluation of Drugs, Beijing 100176, China)

Abstract: The paper briefly introduced the clarification of the causes of animal death at the National Center for
Toxicological Research (NCTR) of USA, suggestions about the determining cause of death in toxicity studies by
the American Society of Toxicologic Pathology (STP), analysis of the cause of death of young Sprague-Dawley
(SD) rats in carcinogenicity studies by department of pathology, Huntingdon Life Sciences, UK, as well as a
proposed analytical method of cause of death in rodent studies proposed by department of comparative medicine
and comparative pathology program in University of Washington, USA. The purpose of the paper is to provide
some references for toxicologic pathologist to better analyze causes of death and interpretate results of toxicity
studies and carcinogenicity studies in the field of nonclinical safety evaluation of drugs in China.
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