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Discussions on Safety Problems in the Sales of Traditional Chinese Medicinal
Materials in Local Specialty Shops of Tourist Attractions

Huang Kezhi, Ge Lixin (Food and Drug Administration of Xi'an Lintong District, Xi'an 710600, China)

Abstract Objective: To strengthen the supervision and management of sales of traditional Chinese medicinal
materials and other products in tourist attractions, to ensure the medication safety and to protect consumers'
rights. Methods: The local specialty shops were investigated thoroughly according to the current food and drug
regulations. The existing problems and the weak links of the daily supervision were analyzed and the related
problems were discussed. Results: Some local specialty shops in tourist attractions sell traditional Chinese
medicinal materials illegally(including medicine and food dual-use materials and health food) and foreign
botanical medicinal materials without state approval using the methods of exaggeration or false advertising or by
crushing medicinal materials. Deceptive means were used to lure tourists, consumers' rights and interests were
infringed and the tourism order and tourists' evaluation of tourist attractions were impaired. Conclusion: The
supervision should be enhanced by the food and drug regulation, industry and commerce, pricing, public security
and other departments, and the intensity of the punishment should be increased. The suspected foreign botanical
medicinal materials such as Yang Yuan Grass should be regulated from the regulatory level by the relevant
departments.
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