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On the Quality Essence and Evaluation Method of Traditional Chinese
Medicinal Materials

Zhang Nanping, Yu Kunzi, Wei Feng, Ma Shuangcheng (National Institutes for Food and Drug Control, Beijing
100050, China)

Abstract Objective: To lay a conceptual basis for the quality evaluation and the standard formulation
of traditional Chinese medicinal materials. Methods: Discussions were carried out on the quality essence of
traditional Chinese medicinal materials and its relations with natural medicines as well as human and ecological
reasons for the formation of the “genuine medicinal materials” according to the historical development of
traditional Chinese medicines and the factors which affect the property and quality of the traditional Chinese
medicinal materials. Results: Traditional Chinese medicinal materials are natural medicines like folk medicines,
but their natures are sometimes completely different. Chinese herbal medicines are used under the guidance
of traditional Chinese medicine theory, therefore their quality evaluation methods should also be based on
traditional quality assessment, different from natural medicines or folk medicines. Conclusion: Chinese medicinal
materials have definite property of medicine, good quality of traits, highly active ingredient content and stable
proportion of ingredients. “Genuine medicinal materials” is one of the typical representatives. Natural medicines
and folk medicines are disease-related drugs rather than syndrome differentiation and medication. Based on the

connotations of the quality of Chinese medicinal materials, this paper put forward a quality evaluation method,
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of which the combination of fingerprints and the weight of the ingredients were used to evaluate the quality of

Chinese medicinal materials.

Keywords: traditional Chinese medicinal materials; quality; evaluation; quality essence; genuine medicinal

materials; fingerprint
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