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Abstract Objective: To introduce the development of International Regulatory Cooperation for Herbal
Medicines (IRCH) and to provide references for administration of herbal medicines in China. Methods: The
development, membership and framework, ways of working and general information of the latest annual meeting
of IRCH were introduced. The enlightenment to administration of herbal medicines in China was also illustrated.
Results and Conclusion: China is one of the first member countries of the organization and has always actively
participated in the work related to IRCH, which not only showed China Food and Drug Administration (CFDA)’s
achievements in improving the legal system for registration of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) but also
promoted the exchange and cooperation of working group II organized by National Institutes for Food and Drug
Control (NIFDC). Furthermore, the situation and control of adulteration in herbal medicines from IRCH members
were studied to better promote the future administration of herbal medicines.
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