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The Coping Mechanism of Drug Shortage in the US and Its Inspiration to China

Zhang Mengqian, Feng Guozhong* (School of International Pharmaceutical Business, China Pharmaceutical
University, Nanjing 211198, China)

Abstract Objective: To analyze the coping mechanism of drug shortage in the US, to summarize its experience
so as to provide references for dealing with drug shortage in China. Methods: The detail of the coping mechanism
of drug shortage in the US was analyzed with the method of literature research. The advantages that can be
adopted by China were found out through comparative analysis. Results: The coping mechanism of drug shortage
in the US is relatively perfect. There being a specialized management organization to handle the problem and there
being some policies and regulations to specify the process can improve the situation of drug shortage effectively.
Conclusion: In China, the concept of drug shortage should be defined, the laws and regulations on drug shortage
should be improved, the specialized organization should be set up, and the shortage information monitoring
mechanism should be established according to the coping mechanism of drug shortage in the US.
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