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Study on Indicators of Rational Drug Use and Prescribing Practice in 20
Primary Health Care Institutions
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Chengdu 610041, China)

Abstract Objective: To evaluate indicators of rational drug use and improvement of prescribing practice in
primary health care institutions during the second stage of the new national medical reform, so as to provide
references for evaluating the effect of implementation of the national medical reform. Methods: A total of 3397
outpatient prescriptions from 7 community health care centers and 13 town health care institutions in Sichuan
Province in January and April from 2013 to 2015 were analyzed by using the World Health Organization
(WHO) rational drug use survey methods and indicators. Results: The average cost of prescriptions of the
20 primary health care institutions in 2013, 2014 and 2015 was 27.81, 31.20 and 34.93 respectively, which
showed an increasing trend year by year and was lower than that of the standard; the average number of drugs of
prescriptions was 2.998, 3.102 and 3.035 respectively, which was higher than that of the standard; percentage of
drugs prescribed by generic name was 99.46%, 98.18% and 99.53% respectively, which was lower than that of the
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standard; percentage of drugs prescribed from essential drug list was 90.63%, 94.49% and 94.849% respectively,
which was lower than that of the standard; percentage of prescriptions with antibiotics prescribed was 49.76%,
48.18% and 46.80% respectively, which showed an decreasing trend year by year and was higher than that of the
standard; percentage of prescriptions with an injection prescribed was 17.31%, 25.00% and 17.34% respectively,
which met the standard in general and the results in community health care centers were higher than those in town
health care institutions; percentage of prescriptions with a glucocorticoid prescribed was 9.555%, 9.635% and
10.10% respectively, which met the standard in general and the results in town health care institutions were higher
than those in community health care centers. Conclusion: The rational drug use practice has been improved in

primary health care institutions after the implementation of the new national medical reform, but irrational and

non-standard practices still exist, which requires measures to strengthen the supervision.
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