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Problems in and Suggestions for Food Safety Sampling

Wang Ren, Xu Tao, Ni Weifang, Zhou Minghao (Zhejiang Institute for Food and Drug Control, Hangzhou
310052, China)

Abstract  Objective: To discuss existing problems in food safety sampling, such as food production sector,
circulation sector and catering sector and to put forward suggestions for improvement of food safety sampling
work in order to improve the efficiency of food safety sampling and to provide references for further enhancing
the supervision of food safety. Methods: The definition of food sampling inspection and contents of food safety
sampling, as well as the current situation of food safety sampling were introduced. The existing problems of food
safety sampling were analyzed, such as, sampling task partially repeated; sampling tasks difficult to be completed;
sampling personnel lack in professional knowledge; samples in question purchased outside and processed during
catering sector difficult to trace the source; partial samples without annotation standard; samples lacking of
monitoring of temperature and humidity during storage and transportation process; inspected companies failing to
cooperate with. Results and Conclusion: Food safety sampling inspection mechanism of supervision departments
at all levels should be establis hed; storage and transportation equipment according to the requirements of
food should be equipped with; the source of the samples should be traced; annotation standards of the sample
information should be developed; professional knowledge level of sampling personnel should be improved; food
safety publicity should be increased.
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