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Analysis of the Causes of Shortage of Clinical Drug Supply from the Viewpoint
of Manufacturers

Zhou Zhen, Feng Guozhong™ (College of International Medical Business, China Pharmaceutical University,
Nanjing 211198, China)

Abstract Objective: To analyze the causes of drug shortage from the viewpoint of manufacturer and put
forward policy suggestions to deal with the drug shortage. Methods: The causes of drug shortage were analyzed
using methods of literature review and induction, and relevent suggestions were put forward. Results and
Conclusion: As far as drug manufacturers are concerned, the causes of drug shortage are divided into production
reasons which are divided into subjective reasons and objective reasons and non-production reasons which include
low distribution profit, distribution monopoly, accidents and so on. The main subjective reasons include too low
prices, low demand, as well as rising costs, with the result that manufacturers are unwilling to produce. The main
objective reasons include the shortage of raw materials and the unqualified requirements for production conditions.
Government should further mobilize the enthusiasm of drug manufacturers, clarification of raw material market
and distribution, implement security policies and other measures to improve the accessibility of the corresponding
drugs.
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