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Literature Analysis of Digital Specimen in China Based on CNKI Journal
Database

Lian Chaojie, Kang Shuai’, Yu Jiandong, Lu Jing, Wei Aihua, Ma Shuang Cheng* (National Institutes for Food
and Drug Control, Beijing 100050, China)

Abstract Objective: To analyze the progress and trends of the literatures in the field of digital specimen, and
to understand the current research status of digitalization of traditional Chinese medicine. Methods: By using
literature metrology, the literatures in CNKI journal database from 1984-2015 on digitalization and specimen were
collectively analyzed, including the publication year, the provinces of authors, names of journals, publishers, and
the quantity of manual indexing and classification, In addition, the research contents of literatures on specimen
digitalization of traditional Chinese medicine were analyzed. Results: The main objects of the research in the
field of specimen digitalization were the clinical related specimens, followed by the natural related specimens
(including drug samples). The research of the medicine specimen was mainly based on the traditional Chinese
medicine, and in the digitalization research of traditional Chinese medicine specimen, attention was paid to the
overall planning, the prominent characteristic, the innovation method, the correlation data, and the adoption of the
mature mode. Conclusion: The studies of specimen digitalization have attracted more and more attention, but are
limited in developed regions and national research institutions. The digitalization research on traditional Chinese
medicine specimens can refer to the research modes of human clinical specimens and natural specimens.
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