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Analysis on Quality and Related Problems of Traditional Chinese Medicine
Alum

Li Minghua, Cheng Xianlong®, Zhang Ping, Guo Xiaohan, Wei Feng’, Ma Shuangcheng” (National Institutes
for Food and Drug Control, Beijing 100050, China)

Abstract Objective: To analyze the quality problems of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) alum based
on the research and inspection, and to provide suggestions for supervision work. Methods: The exploration of
the production area was combined with research data and literature review. Quality, standard and reasons for
unqualified alum were analyzed. Meanwhile, solutions for the problems were put forward. Results: The problem
of ammonium salt impersonating or adulterating alum is serious. The percentage of unqualified alum is 76%. At
the same time, there were frauds in the market. The current quality standard of alum has been improved through a
series of targeted research. Conclusion: The problem of unqualified quality of alum is very serious. The behavior
of adulteration and fraud seriously endanger the safety of medication and the quality of TCM. In order to improve
the quality of the crud drugs and prepared slices of alum, it is recommended that we strengthen the source control
and standardize the production.
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