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Comparison of Foreign Drug Shortage Processing Mechanisms and Inspirations
to China

He Mengting, Feng Guozhong', Zhou Zhen, Zhang Mengqian (China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 211198,
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Abstract Objective: To compare the processing mechanisms of drug shortage in USA, EU and Canada, and to
provide references and inspirations for the establishment of drug shortage supply guarantee mechanism in China.
Methods: The relevant policies and literatures about drug shortages in USA, EU and Canada were thoroughly
studied. The rationale of the processing mechanism and the similarities and differences were analyzed. Results:
The drug shortage processing mechanism of USA was relatively mature. EU and Canada established the effective
ways of discovering, evaluation methods, evaluation contents, and case by case processing mechanism based on
system legislation and unified management according to drug shortage processing mechanism of USA. In addition,
the hierarchical processing method of EU and the classification of the shortage information of Canada were also
worth learning. Conclusion: The implementation effect of the foreign drug shortage processing mechanisms is
remarkable which can be used as templates to construct corresponding safeguard mechanism for us.
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